What the Moodle?!?
Moodle is an open-source software platform for education. The name Moodle has two meanings. First, it’s an
acronym for Modular Object Oriented Developmental Learning Environment. Moodle is also Australian
slang that means “to toss around an idea in your head for a while to look at different aspects of it.”
The CCS Moodle is where you’ll find your course readings. It’s where you’ll submit your assignments. It’s
where you can find announcements and take part in conversation among students. During a learning circle you
might also find session agendas and handout materials in the Moodle.
In the past CCS has used a combination of dropbox and email for assignments and reading distribution, and
Yahoo groups (listserv) for announcements and discussion. The CCS Moodle combines those functions into
one platform.
Hopefully you’ll find it easy to use. If you run into problems, feel free to contact Scott, the Information &
Program Administrator.

CCS-Moodle: A Quick Overview
You can find the Moodle at www.ccsonline.ca/moodle/ . When you get there, you’ll probably see something
like this (unless you’re using a smart phone, in which case the layout might be a bit different):
If you’re logged in, you’ll
see your name up here. If
not, you can click on the
“log in” link.

Log in with your name and
password. If you are
logging in for the first time,
you may be asked to change
your password.
If you’ve forgotten your
password, click the link
below.

Home Page
Hey, you’re
logged in!

A navigation
block with
quick links to
places you
might want to
go.

Once you’ve
logged in, the
home page will
list courses
you’re enrolled
in. Click it to
go to your
course page.

A calendar that
says if you
have
assignments
due, etc.

The Course Page. Lots of stuff here.

The News has
announcements
from CCS staff.
The course
Forum is for
discussion (you
can start topics
and reply to
posts).

Click an arrow to
open or close a
section.

These are sections of the course. A section might be designated for
readings, or assignments, or learning circle sessions, etc.
(They’re also listed in the Navigation block.)

Recent
announcements

If you’ve
submitted
assignments,
you can see
your grades.

Different kinds of
resource:
a “book”, a document,
a PDF.
Books open in your
browser, documents
download to your
computer, and PDFs
likely open in you
browser.

This is what a “book”
looks like. Use these
left and right arrows to
move through it, or
click on a chapter in
the Table of Contents

Assignments are
another kind of
resource.

This tells you
when the
assignment is
due, whether
you’ve
submitted it or
not, and if it’s
been marked.

Not all assignments
require you to do
something online.
If they do, they’ll
have this section
with an “Add
submission” button
at the bottom.

Feedback
After you’ve submitted a file you may get some feedback from Program Staff.
If you scroll to the bottom of an assignment page on Moodle you might find…

Once you click “Add
submission” a window
opens where you can
upload a file, or drag
and drop. (Or a text
box where you can
type, or cut-andpaste.) Click “submit”
to send it off to be
marked.

1. A grade:
CCS assignments are
marked “Complete” or
“Incomplete.”

2. A feedback file
The feedback file is
usually a copy of your
submission with
comments added by
the marker.

3. A feedback comment

Usually only a
sentence or two.
Different assignments
will have different
kinds of feedback.

Your Profile
If you click “My
profile” in the
navigation block, you
can see what others
can see about you.

Course Forums
Each course (eg. August LDM, Integrating Year, Reflection Year) will have its
own Forum. By default, this is a “forced” forum, which means that when you
create a new topic or post a reply, everyone on the forum gets sent an email with
the message.

Click “Edit profile” to
change what you say
about yourself. You
can add a picture,
update your email
address, or change
your preferences for
how forum posts and
announcements come
to you. You can also
change your password.

By the way, these “breadcrumbs” show what page you’re on, and provide links back.

Here’s a forum topic.
Click to see the content or reply.

Start a new discussion topic.

There will be more to discover, and, as they say, “your mileage may vary.”
Explore. Try stuff out. Use the course forum to ask questions or email Scott
at sdouglas@ccsonline.ca . Good luck.

