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Family Ministry in Congregations
by Christina Paradela CCS00

For many people, the words family ministry
probably still bring to mind images of happy
children playing with happy

single man living with mother and grandmother
(Timothy with Eunice and Lois).

parents. I have to admit that it
is still an image that crosses my
mind, though my intellect
quickly dismisses it. Searching
through the files of my brain in
an attempt to do the translating
I arrive to a new, yet more
comfortable image. And that is
when the slide show begins!

In a recent conversation with
Jackie Harper, United Church
program  co-ordinator  for
Family Ministries and former
CCS staff, she addressed the
need for this translating pro-
cess if we are to move forward in our ministering
with families. Our definition of “Family” cannot
be limited to the structure of the family. It is
important that we discern the purpose of a family
and the health and well being of a family, rather
than considering the structure. Historically fami-
lies have always come in different shapes and
sizes. Take a look at the average family in bibli-
cal times: single mother with a son, eventually
married a man to whom the son was not related
(Mary, son Jesus and Joseph) or household of
adult siblings (Mary, Martha, and Lazarus) or

Ross White (R), listens carefully

Our stereotypical image of fam-
ily with one man, one woman
with two and a half kids, (not to
mention the dog and van) was
probably fabricated in some
marketing office, yet we con-
tinue to buy into it. A family can
be one or more persons in a
particular configuration — and
there are many possibilities!
According to Jackie, what is
important is that the configura-
tion be one that is nurturing,
loving, caring, respectful and
mutually life-giving.

Education, advocacy and pastoral care are three
components of family ministry that Jackie
upholds. Some educational foci would include
nurturing spirituality, creating an active prayer
life and even parenting. Advocacy focuses on the
issues that affect the lives of families such as
affordable housing, affordable, safe and reliable
child care, and church programming that is
inclusive of all ages. Pastoral care means making
connections within and beyond the community
of faith and making references to reputable

counselling services. )
Continued on page 2

From the Editor

Accepting the notion that even one person is a family unit (See Family Ministry in Congregations),
all ministry is, in a sense, family ministry. And when we minister with families, we do so from our
own experience in families — past and present. In this issue we explore the theme of family from the
perspective of students, families of students, family connections among grads, and the shape of
ministry with families.

...With this issue I conclude five years plus as editor of TAPESTRY. 1 leave this position with a
profound sense of gratitude, and welcome Gail Golding to a volunteer position that is both satisfying
and challenging.





