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Using the Wesley Quadrilateral

Theological reflection begins by identifying the issue to be considered.  It
could be setting the budget, planning an anniversary, preparing a sermon,
even confronting a dispute.

Now choose one of the areas of the quadrilateral.  You may begin with
any one of the four quadrants.  Write down ideas and questions as you
look at the issue from each of the four perspectives.  What does
experience teach you?  What does scripture have to say to this issue? 
Are there traditions surrounding this topic?  Are we reasoning clearly?

You will likely discover as you work (individually or together) that once you
have put down the obvious points in each quadrant, new insights emerge. 
Sometimes completely new views of the issue come forward when you
read over the four quadrants.  You will find that scripture pushes against
scripture, and that person’s experiences differ radically.

As the work continues, the insights from one quadrant flow into the others
and the lines begin to disappear.  Something else happens.  We discover
that we are led into larger fields of truth (John 16:13).  When we talk about
scripture, we contribute what we do know, and we search for further
knowledge, understanding and insights.  When we apply reason, it takes
everything we’ve got, plus the contribution of our neighbours.  The
quadrilateral makes us aware of both what we know and what we need to
know.  It opens up areas of spiritual growth for us.

The use of the Wesley Quadrilateral moves us toward the awesome
conviction that our life is set in the presence of God, a greatness beyond
our understanding (Psalm 145).  Theological reflection does not reduce
the profound mysteries of God to formulas or slogans.  Out of it may come
clarity about pressing current issues.  Out of it may come creeds,
confessions, statements, hymns, liturgies - all of them attempts to express
what we believe.

When undertaken as a spiritual exercise, theological reflection quickens
our faith, sets our daily concerns in a larger context, reminds us what we
are called to be.  It is a way of engaging in life.

Source:  Confessing Our Faith, a project of The United Church of Canada, circa 1983




